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Watch Points 
 

 Political stability in Nepal amid challenges faced by newly elected 
government. 

 Wang Yi wraps strategic three-nation visit in Southeast Asia. 

 UAE’s decision to exit OPEC and OPEC+ effective May 1, 2026. 

 Rajnath Singh concludes SCO Defence Ministers’s Meeting in Bishkek. 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 
 

Home Minister of Nepal Sudan Gurung tendered his resignation on April 22 due to 

escalating controversy surrounding his stock investments and alleged connections to 

a businessman being investigated for money laundering. Previously, Labour Minister 

Dipak Kumar Sah was compelled to resign following accusations of leveraging his 

official capacity to facilitate his relative’s appointment to the Health Insurance Board. 

Citing ‘special reasons’, President Ramchandra Paudel adjourned the sessions of the 

federal parliament’s two houses on April 23. Meanwhile, the government’s decision 

to implement a mandatory customs duty on goods exceeding Rs 100 originating from 

India, coupled with the banning of student groups associated with political parties, 

led to protests erupting across Nepal.  

Nepal’s newly elected Balen Shah government is experiencing significant pressure to act on 

various fronts, such as concerns about economic policy, student protests, and claims of 

wrongdoing within the administration. 

Following a week of Chinese-mediated peace negotiations in Urumqi aimed at 

resolving the conflict between Pakistan and Afghanistan, hostilities recommenced 

between the two nations. On April 27th, Pakistani strikes conducted in Kunar 

province resulted in seven fatalities and injured seventy-five individuals, 

encompassing women and children. In response to Pakistan’s strikes, the European 

Union has issued a condemnation, along with a warning to refrain from targeting 

civilians and educational sites. Fighting also broke out between the Taliban and 

Pakistani forces along the border in Spin Boldak, Kandahar.  

Millions of people living in border areas are experiencing hardship due to the ongoing clashes 

between Pakistan and the Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. Aid agencies are facing difficulties 

due to the unstable security, which exacerbates the humanitarian situation.   

Other Developments 

Trump envoy Gor visiting Nepal amid intensifying US-China diplomatic contest in 

Kathmandu 

Bangladesh Police issue nationwide security alert over possible militant attack threats 

Hackers steal $2.5 million from Sri Lanka Government, highest in its history 

India approves 30 billion for Maldives under SAARC swap  

Pakistan repays $3.45bn to UAE: SBP  

 

https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/04/23/home-minister-gurung-resigns-after-scrutiny-over-financial-dealings
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/two-resignations-border-anger-trouble-mounts-for-nepals-new-government-11395378
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/political-turmoil-in-nepal-parliament-suspended-home-minister-resigns-amid-financial-conduct-probe/articleshow/130471981.cms
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/just-weeks-into-office-nepal-pm-balen-shah-faces-protests-student-union-ban-india-goods-duty-singha-darbar-2899728-2026-04-22
https://www.khaama.com/pakistan-strikes-in-kunar-kill-7-injure-75-as-death-toll-rises/
https://www.khaama.com/pakistan-strikes-in-kunar-kill-7-injure-75-as-death-toll-rises/
https://www.khaama.com/eu-condemns-pakistan-strikes-on-kunar-warns-against-targeting-educational-institutions/
https://www.khaama.com/clashes-reported-on-kandahar-border-with-pakistani-forces/
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/04/24/trump-envoy-gor-visiting-nepal-amid-intensifying-us-china-diplomatic-contest-in-kathmandu
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2026/04/24/trump-envoy-gor-visiting-nepal-amid-intensifying-us-china-diplomatic-contest-in-kathmandu
https://www.newsonair.gov.in/bangladesh-police-issue-nationwide-security-alert-over-possible-militant-attack-threats/
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/hackers-steal-2-5-million-from-sri-lanka-government-highest-in-its-history-11399718
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-approves-30-billion-withdrawal-to-maldives-under-saarc-swap/article70900411.ece
https://www.dawn.com/news/1994881/pakistan-repays-345bn-to-uae-sbp
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Southeast Asia 
by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On April 29, Thailand’s Foreign Minister, Sihasak Phuangketkeow, said in an 

interview that the Trump administration has not provided direct assistance to 

Thailand—a long-standing U.S. treaty ally—as it faces severe economic fallout from 

the ongoing American-Israeli war against Iran. Because of this lack of support, 

Thailand has been forced to seek help from U.S. rivals Russia and China. Sihasak 

explained that while U.S. officials “are aware there are consequences from the war,” 

they have not offered concrete measures to ease Thailand’s burden. The only gesture, 

he noted, was President Trump’s suggestion that countries in need of fuel purchase 

American oil and gas. “Our position is that this war should not have taken place in 

the first place,” Sihasak said. His remarks came after Thailand hosted Chinese Foreign 

Minister Wang Yi on April 24. He added, “We don’t want to condemn the U.S. 

directly. But this is something that should not have started. 

Thailand’s criticism of Washington and its simultaneous outreach to Beijing underscores how 

the U.S.-Israeli war against Iran is accelerating a regional realignment, pushing Southeast 

Asian allies to hedge between traditional security ties with the United States and the economic 

lifelines offered by rival powers. 

During his three-country tour of Southeast Asia—covering Cambodia, Thailand, and 

Myanmar—Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi sought to deepen regional ties and 

present Beijing as a stable alternative to the United States amid growing “risks.” 

Arriving in Myanmar on April 25, Wang met with Foreign Minister Tin Maung Swe 

and newly appointed President Min Aung Hlaing. In talks with Hlaing, Wang 

pledged that China would “firmly support” Myanmar in safeguarding its sovereignty 

and security, and backed the country’s pursuit of a development path suited to its 

national conditions and supported by its people. Following the meeting, the Myanmar 

president’s office reported that both sides discussed resuming border trade, 

expanding cooperation in energy and mining, strengthening collaboration in 

agriculture and technology, and jointly tackling online scams. 

Wang Yi’s visit to Myanmar reflects a broader regional trend in which governments that once 

dismissed Min Aung Hlaing’s presidency as illegitimate are now gradually re-engaging, 

signalling a pragmatic effort to restore diplomatic and economic ties with Myanmar despite 

the continuity of its military leadership. 

Other Developments 

14 Killed, 84 Injured After Trains Collide In Indonesia 

Philippine tax agency orders probe on V-P Sara Duterte’s businesses 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/04/27/thailand-war-iran/
https://www.dw.com/en/china-seeks-southeast-asia-gains-as-us-influence-falters/a-76954075
https://www.dw.com/en/china-seeks-southeast-asia-gains-as-us-influence-falters/a-76954075
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/indonesia-train-accident-train-crash-7-killed-81-injured-after-trains-collide-near-jakarta-in-indonesia-11418225
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippine-tax-agency-orders-probe-on-v-p-sara-dutertes-businesses?ref=latest
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Indonesians question Lebanon peacekeeping force as casualties grow 

Malay parties unite in Malaysia’s Negeri Sembilan in test of Anwar’s fragile alliance 

Philippines not concerned Iran war will distract US from region, top defence official 

says  

https://asia.nikkei.com/politics/international-relations/indonesians-question-lebanon-peacekeeping-force-as-casualties-grow2
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3351637/malay-parties-unite-malaysias-negeri-sembilan-test-anwars-fragile-alliance
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-not-concerned-iran-war-will-distract-us-from-region-top-defence-official-says
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-not-concerned-iran-war-will-distract-us-from-region-top-defence-official-says
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West Asia  
by 

Sanket Joshi 

On April 28, the United Arab Emirates announced that it would exit the Organisation 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and OPEC+ effective May 1, 2026. This 

decision is based on the UAE’s comprehensive review of its production policy, its 

national interest, and a commitment to effectively meeting market needs. The 

departure of UAE from OPEC would allow it to expand its oil production, as the 

country would no longer be bound by OPEC quotas. Abu Dhabi believes OPEC quotas 

have artificially suppressed its output relative to its growing capacity.     

The UAE’s exit indicates a structural crack in the petroleum-exporting countries’ cartel 

(OPEC), especially between Saudi Arabia and UAE, that has managed global oil supply for 

over six decades.  

U.S. President Donald J. Trump informed that he was unhappy with Iran’s latest 

proposal to end the two-month war. Reports indicated that Tehran's proposal to end 

the conflict included setting aside the nuclear issue until the war ends and the 

shipping disputes were resolved. The second round of U.S.-Iran talks, to be mediated 

by Pakistan, remains stalled. Iranian analysts noted several key reasons for the 

stalemate in Islamabad talks, which include the U.S.’ illegal naval blockade of Iran’s 

ports, demand that Tehran cease all Uranium enrichment, transfer highly enriched 

Uranium outside Iran, and Israel’s influence on the U.S.’ strategic decisions. 

Iran’s assertion that its “red lines” in talks with the U.S. are non-negotiable, and the U.S.’ 

demands that Iran dismantle its nuclear programme, indicate that Islamabad talks would 

remain shrouded in uncertainty. 

Other Developments    

Iran offers Hormuz deal without nuclear talks, as it seeks broader buy-in 

Iran’s interaction with Russia continues at highest level: FM Araghchi 

How New Delhi stands to gain from UAE’s withdrawal from OPEC 

Iran’s Guards seize wartime power, blunting Supreme Leader's role 

PM Netanyahu finally comments on Lebanon ceasefire extension, accuses Hezbollah 

of trying to sabotage truce 

 

https://www.wam.ae/en/article/bzxzuh7-uae-announces-decision-exit-opec-opec%2B
https://www.wam.ae/en/article/bzxzuh7-uae-announces-decision-exit-opec-opec%2B
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/us/why-is-the-uae-opecs-third-largest-oil-producer-leaving-opec-will-iraq-or-kuwait-leave-next-and-what-it-means-for-oil-prices-and-the-cartels-future/articleshow/130582545.cms?from=mdr
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/uae-says-it-quits-opec-opec-statement-2026-04-28/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/trump-not-happy-with-latest-iran-proposal-end-war-us-official-says-2026-04-28/
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/525900/Five-reasons-why-Islamabad-talks-reached-a-stalemate
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/4/27/iran-offers-hormuz-deal-without-nuclear-talks-as-it-seeks-broader-buy-in
https://en.irna.ir/news/86139696/Iran-s-interaction-with-Russia-continues-at-highest-level-FM
https://www.firstpost.com/explainers/uae-opec-withdrawal-oil-production-india-benefit-14005513.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/irans-guards-seize-wartime-power-blunting-supreme-leaders-role-2026-04-28/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/netanyahu-finally-comments-on-lebanon-ceasefire-extension-accuses-hezbollah-of-trying-to-sabotage-truce/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/netanyahu-finally-comments-on-lebanon-ceasefire-extension-accuses-hezbollah-of-trying-to-sabotage-truce/
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Central Asia 
by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On April 28, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Defence Ministers’ 

Meeting convened in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. India’s Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh 

led a high-level delegation that discussed regional defence and security challenges, 

including international peace, terrorism, transnational crime, and emerging risks in 

information and cybersecurity. The ministers stressed the need to strengthen trust and 

mutual understanding among member states’ armed forces, enhance practical 

cooperation through joint exercises and exchanges, and develop mechanisms for 

deeper military collaboration within the SCO. During the meeting, Iran’s Deputy 

Defense Minister Reza Talaei-Nik declared that Iran was prepared to share its defense 

capabilities and experience with “independent countries,” particularly SCO members. 

He framed the SCO as part of a broader shift away from what Tehran described as a 

“unipolar” world order, and used the recent conflict as an example, stating: “We are 

ready to share our experiences in defeating America with other members of the 

organization.” 

Iran’s assertive stance at the SCO Defence Ministers’ Meeting signals how Tehran is 

leveraging the forum to legitimise its military role, promote multipolarity, and position itself 

as a willing partner for member states seeking alternatives to U.S. security influence. 

On April 28, Tajik President Emomali Rahmon met with Sergio Gor, the U.S. Special 

Envoy for South and Central Asia, in Dushanbe to discuss trade, investment, security, 

and cooperation under the C5+1 framework. According to the Tajik President’s office, 

the talks reviewed the state of bilateral relations and explored ways to expand 

collaboration, with particular focus on agreements reached through the C5+1 

dialogue. Rahmon emphasised Tajikistan’s interest in strengthening ties with 

Washington, noting that the United States is among its top five investment partners. 

Discussions highlighted the Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) as 

a tool for advancing practical cooperation, with Tajikistan seeking greater U.S. 

involvement in sectors such as hydropower, mining, mineral processing, light 

industry, food production, chemicals, and pharmaceuticals. Hydropower was 

presented as a cornerstone for regional energy trade and industrial growth, while 

mining and processing were linked to U.S. interest in critical minerals and supply-

chain diversification. The two sides also identified digital cooperation—including 

artificial intelligence, infrastructure, and broader economic digitalization—as 

promising areas, alongside joint ventures in agricultural processing and investment 

promotion. 

 

https://eng.sectsco.org/20260428/2288986.html
https://eng.sectsco.org/20260428/2288986.html
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2255790&reg=3&lang=1
https://eng.sectsco.org/20260428/2288986.html
https://timesca.com/iran-proposes-defense-cooperation-to-sco-partners-at-bishkek-meeting/
https://timesca.com/u-s-envoy-gor-meets-rahmon-in-tajikistan-for-trade-security-talks/
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The meeting between Tajik President Emomali Rahmon and U.S. Special Envoy Sergio Gor 

highlights Washington’s effort to deepen economic and security engagement in Central Asia 

through the C5+1 framework, while Tajikistan leverages U.S. interest in critical minerals, 

hydropower, and digital infrastructure to diversify partnerships and reduce reliance on 

traditional regional powers like Russia and China. 

Other Developments 

Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan Sign Social Insurance Cooperation Deal 

Armenia and Azerbaijan embrace peace-through-strength approach 

China and Turkmenistan Inaugurate New Phase at Galkynysh Gas Field 

Almaty to Host IMF Regional Capacity Development Center for Central Asia, 

Caucasus and Mongolia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://caspianpost.com/kazakhstan/kazakhstan-azerbaijan-sign-social-insurance-cooperation-deal
https://eurasianet.org/armenia-and-azerbaijan-embrace-peace-through-strength-approach
https://eurasianet.org/armenia-and-azerbaijan-embrace-peace-through-strength-approach
https://thediplomat.com/2026/04/china-and-turkmenistan-inaugurate-new-phase-at-galkynysh-gas-field/
https://astanatimes.com/2026/04/almaty-to-host-imf-regional-capacity-development-center-for-central-asia-caucasus-and-mongolia/
https://astanatimes.com/2026/04/almaty-to-host-imf-regional-capacity-development-center-for-central-asia-caucasus-and-mongolia/
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Indian Ocean Region 
by 

Divya Rai 

 

On April 25, U.S. Naval forces intercepted the sanctioned tanker M/V Sevan in the 

Arabian Sea, forcing it to return to Iran. The vessel was part of a 19-ship "shadow fleet" 

illegally transporting Iranian energy products. The M/V Sevan, along with 18 other 

vessels, has been sanctioned by the U.S. Treasury Department for activities related to 

transporting billions of dollars' worth of Iranian energy, oil and gas products, 

including propane and butane, to foreign markets. Following the interception, the 

merchant vessel complied with military orders and sailed back to Iran. This operation 

marks the 37th vessel redirected by U.S. forces since the implementation of the current 

blockade. 

The redirection of the 37th vessel underscores a systematic economic strangulation, resulting 

in pressure on Iran’s energy markets. For India and the Indo-Pacific, these incident heightens 

risks to energy imports via Hormuz, potentially spiking global propane/butane prices and 

disrupting India's LNG supply routes.  

INS Nireekshak arrived at the port of Colombo, Sri Lanka, on 21 Apr 2026 to 

participate in the 4th edition of IN-SLN DIVEX 2026, a bilateral diving exercise 

scheduled from April 21 to 27, 2026. The joint exercise will see diving teams from both 

the navies undertake a series of specialised diving operations and training aimed at 

enhancing interoperability, cohesion, and exchange of best practices. The week-long 

engagement reinforces the continued commitment towards strengthening Indo-Sri 

Lankan maritime ties and shared maritime interests. 

IN-SLN DIVEX fosters trust, potentially paving the way for expanded joint patrols and 

interoperability between India and Sri Lanka.  

Other Developments  

INS Sunayna arrived at Changi Naval Base, Singapore, for her fourth port call during 

the ongoing IOS SAGAR deployment  

U.S. forces boarded a commercial vessel suspected of violating the blockade on Iran 

in the Arabian Sea 

India and Australia are set to sign a new maritime cooperation pact this year 

 
 

https://www.marinelink.com/news/us-intercepts-sanctioned-tanker-arabian-538470
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2254416&reg=3&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2256124&reg=3&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2256124&reg=3&lang=1
https://gcaptain.com/u-s-forces-search-and-release-containership-suspected-of-violating-blockade-on-iran/
https://gcaptain.com/u-s-forces-search-and-release-containership-suspected-of-violating-blockade-on-iran/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/australia-eyeing-indian-ocean-deal-with-new-delhi/articleshow/130538476.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
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